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Abstract (Basic): EP 976390 A1 

NOVELTY - Gelling system for solid aqueous cosmetic compositions is 
based on gellan gum, another hydrocolloid thickener and an amphiphilic 
polymer having at least one fatty chain and at least one hydrophilic 
group. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION - Solid composition comprising, in an aqueous 
phase, a gelling system comprising: (A) gellan gum, (B) at least one 
other hydrocolloid selected from xanthan gum; carboxymethylcellulose; 
hydroxypropylcellulose; methylcellulose; hydroxypropylmethylcellulose; 
hydroxyethylcellulose; agar-agar; carraghenans; alginates; carob gum; 
karaya gum; gum tragacanth; gum galty; pectins; gelatine; caseinates; 



and hydroxypropylguar; and (C) at least one amphiphilic polymer 
carrying at least one fatty chain and at least one hydrophilic group. 

USE - The products can be produced in the form of sticks for 
cosmetic use e.g. in the^fQrm:oL!I! g_fe-up such as lipsticRTr^ ascara, eye 
shadow, eyeliner, etc. for application to the face, lips, eye contours, 
cheeks, eyelashes, hair, eyelids, etc., and as care, cleansing or 
hygiene compositions for applications to the skin, hair, scalp, etc., 
as moisturizers, make-up removers, cleansers, shaving soap, deodorants, 
styling assistants, etc. 

ADVANTAGE - The gelling system employed gives solid water based 
systems which have the required strength and rigidity properties for 
topical application to the skin or hair and leave a good deposit when 
applied to the skin etc. without prewetting. 
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Technology Focus: 

TECHNOLOGY FOCUS - ORGANIC CHEMISTRY - Preferred Composition: 
Component (B) is preferably xanthan gum, carob gum, 
carboxymethylcellulose, hydroxypropylguar or mixtures of these. 
Preferably, on total composition, component (A) makes up 1.5-15 (2-8) 
wt. %, component (B) makes up 0.1-10 (1-5) wt. % component (C) makes up 
0.05-20 (0.1-10) wt.% and the combination (A+B+C) makes up 2-30 (2-10) 
wt. % of the total and the aqueous phase makes up 60-97 wt. % of the 
total. The composition may additionally contain 0.01-5 wt. % of a salt 
and/or 0.01-20 wt. % of a solvent other than water and/or up to 30 wt. 
% (preferably 0.1-20 wt. %) of a fat phase on total composition. The 
composition may also contain additives such as antioxidants, anti-free 
radical agents, water-soluble or liposoluble colorants, fillers, 
lipophilic or hydrophilic active agents, perfumes, UV filters, 
antidandruff agents, conditioners, deodorants, depigmentation agents, 
whitening agents, antiwrinkle agents, latices and pseudolatices. 

POLYMERS - Preferred Polymer C: The polymer (C) is selected e.g. 
from (i) holosides modified by groups containing at least one fatty 
chain; (ii) copolymers of maleic anhydride or a derivative of this and 
monomers containing at least one fatty chain; (ill) polyurethanes and 
their derivatives containing groups with at least one fatty chain; (iv) 
copolymers of crotonic acid and monomers containing at least one fatty 
chain; (v) copolymers of N-vinylpyrrolidone and monomers containing at 
least one fatty chain; (vi) nonionic copolymers of a lower (1-6 C) 
alkyi (meth)acrylate and amphiphilic monomers containing at least one 
fatty chain; (vii) nonionic copolymers of a hydrophilic (meth)acrylate 
and amphiphilic monomers containing a fatty chain; and (viii) nonionic 
copolymers of hydrophilic (meth)acrylates and hydrophobic monomers with 
a fatty chain. 
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